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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants hereby voluntarily disclose the references listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449 to the Commissioner for Patents. This Information Disclosure Statement is being 
submitted prior to the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits of the application. 
Accordingly, it is believed that no fees are due. However, should any fees be due, the Patent 
Office is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 09-0528. 

Also, in addition to the references listed on Form PTO-1449, Applicants wish to call the 
Examiner's attention to copending U.S. Appln. No. 10/143,156; 10/143,112; 10/143,157; and 
10/280,444. These applications and the above-captioned application claim priority to original 
parent Appln. No. 09/438,331 (now U.S. Patent No. 6,355,243). 

Copies of two references (Fl and D24) are provided herewith. Applicants have not 
provided copies of the remaining references in this submission because the remaining references 
are either U.S. patent documents or are believed to be available in the file of patent 



ApplnNo. 10/692,105 
EL 984 914 472 US 



Appln. No. 10/143,156. However, applicants will provide copies of any references should they 
be requested by the Examiner. 

Applicants further reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention 
over any of the listed information should they be applied as references, and/or to prove that some 
of the cited information may not be prior art, and/or to prove that some of the cited information 
may not be enabling for the teachings they purport to offer. This statement further should not be 
construed as the representation that an exhaustive search has been made, or that the information 
cited herewith is material, or that there does not exist information more material to the 
examination of the present Application. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely 
on the information submitted herein. On the contrary, the Examiner is requested to conduct an 
independent and thorough review of the information, and to form independent opinions as to 
their significance. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return copies of the enclosed 
PTO-1449 and to indicate in the official file wrapper of the above-identified patent application 
that each item of the cited information has been considered. 
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